LETTER XXIX.

DRESDEN, September 26th, 1786.

CONVERSING with a well-informed man who is returned
from Russia, I learned a fact totally strange to me,
though no doubt known to the Comte de Vergennes;
but, whether or no, one which appeared to me proper to
make you acquainted with; and more especially because
the project is pursued with greater ardor than ever.

When Hyder AH, having advanced beyond the Orixa,
was at the height of his prosperous success, the inhabit-
ants of the north of Bengal, interrupted in their cus-
tomary commerce by the conflict between the English
and their enemies, brought their iron as far as the fron-
tiers of Siberia, there to find a market. This extraordi-
nary fact was the cause of a remarkable attempt made
by Russia, in 1783. She sent a fleet to Astracan, to seize
on Astrabat, there to form an establishment, on the north-
ern coast of the Caspian Sea, and thence to penetrate
into the interior parts of India. The enterprise failed;
but is so far from being abandoned that, at this very
moment, a plan may be seen in relief at Petersburg, of
the works by which it is intended to fortify Astrabat.

Of all the gigantic projects of Russia this is, per-
haps, the least unreasonable; since it is pointed out by
the nature of things, and since there is already an in-
land navigation completely carried on from Astracan, on
the Volga, the Mita, the Lake Jemen, the Wologda, the
Canal of Ladoga, and the Neva, to Petersburg. Should
this plan ever be pursued with activity and success, it
must either happen that England will seriously think of
an alliance with us, against the system of the North, or
she must suffer every sort of an advantage to be obtained
over her at Petersburg; for the interest of the Russians
then become totally opposite to those of the Eng-om the cadaverous odor which exhaled from
